








4 Einal Word,

| am pleased to have had the opportunity to serve as chair of the
Transportation Commission for the past two years. | would like to thank all
of the dedicated employees at CDOT for their outstanding effort on behalf
of the citizens of Colorado. | would also like to acknowledge the leader-
ship of Executive Director Russ George and his entire management team
for their efforts to provide the citizens of Colorado the best multimodal
transportation system possible.

Developing a plan to provide for a stable and sustainable long-term
funding source for CDOT remains a high priority. As the Transportation
Commission began work on the FY 09-10 budget, the outlook was very
bleak. We are now facing a budget that does not meet the needs in any of
the major programs areas. Without additional revenue, CDOT will simply
not be able to continue to meet the public’s expectations and the public
will begin to notice even more deterioration in the condition of the state
highway system.

After the 2008 legislative session, Governor Ritter asked his Transpor-
tation Finance and Implementation Panel to continue work on refining their
initial recommendations made in January 2008. To that end, the panel
continued to meet throughout the spring and summer and conducted 25
public meetings all over the state to help raise public awareness of the
challenges and seek public input. In November, the panel summarized the
results of their additional work and will present those recommendations to
Governor Ritter and the legislature for their consideration in the 2009
legislative session.

The Transportation Commission would like to thank all of our planning
partners for your continued commitment and support during the past year.
We stand ready to work with elected officials as all levels of government to
find solutions that are in the best interest of all of the citizens of Colorado. A
well-planned multimodal transportation system is vital to maintaining a
growing economy that will provide economic stability and opportunity for
the citizens of Colorado.

All the best,

Doug Aden

Colorado Transportation
Commissioner

(Chairman through FY 2008)
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